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is found in every township. Ward, in his work on the Hindu
religion, says that the monkey is venerated in memory of the
demigod Hanuman, which seems to be plainly putting the cart
before* the horse, for the monkey is evidently at the bottom of
the whole story. Hanuman is now generally supposed to have
been adopted" into the Hindu heaven, from the Non-Aryan or
aboriginal idolatries; though to my mind any uncivilized
Indian of this day, Aryan or Non-Aryan, would surely fall
down and worship at first sight of such a beast as the ape.
Then there is the modern idea that this god was really a great
chief of some such aboriginal tribe as those which to this day
dwell almost like wild creatures in the remote forests of India;
an'd this may well be the nucleus of fact at the bottom of the
famous legend regarding him. It seems as if hero-worship and
animal-worship had got mixed up in the myth of Hanuman.
At any rate his traditions and attributes illustrate curiously the
process by which a mere animal fetich^ dreaded for his
ugliness and half-human ways, soon rises to be an elfm king of
the monkey tribe, next becomes a powerful genius, and latterly
emerges into the full glory of divine Avatdr, surrounded by
the most extravagant fables to explain away the simian head and
tail which have stuck to him through all his metamorphoses.

Some examples may be given of the simple and superficial
indications which suffice to prove divine manifestations in
animals. The goat has a peculiar trick of shivering at inter-
vals, and this is taken to be the afflatus. In the North of
India he is turned loose along a disputed border-line, and
where he shivers there is the mark set up; the Thugs would
only sacrifice a goat if the patroness Devi had signified accept-
ance by one of these tremors, "but then they washed the animal
to make hvm shake himself the quicker.* Obvicmsly this habit
(like the bray of an ass, whiclj i$ one of the strongest omens)
is ascribed to supernatural seizure, because it is uncertain,
inexplicable, and apparently motiveless. I remark, in passing,

* Plutarch mentions that among the     cold-water. If thenniiaal did not shiver

Creeks the test whether a goat was in a     and shake himself when the water was

fit state for the sacrifice that preceded     thrown over him, the offering was not

the interrogation of an oracle, was by     judged acceptable to the^god.